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Sheeran joins
Ivors Academy

CHART-TOPPER Ed Sheeran has become

a new recruit for the body representing

UK songwriters and composers, vyhlch

has relaunched with a new name in

honour of a world-famous Cardiffian.

Basca - the British Academy of
Songwriters, Composers and Authors -
will be known as The Ivors Academy from
today, in a nod to its renowned Ivor
Novello Awards for songwriting.

Novello was one of the greatest actors
and songwriters in both Britain and the
US in the first half of the 20th century,
and was particularly renowned for
composing the patriotic World War One
song Keep the Home Fires Burning.

He has been remembered in his
home city with a statue in Cardiff Bay
and a blue plague on the door of the
house on Cowbridge Road East where he

grew up.

The relaunch comes as Shape Of You
hitmaker Sheeran swells the ranks of the
2,000-strong Ivors Academy
membership, joining the likes of
Annie Lennox, Sir Paul McCartney and
Dizzee Rascal.
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Cardiff’s most expensive areas
have been criticised as there is
no provision for a contribution
to affordable housing or com-
munity facilities.

Developer Melvin Properties
has been given permission to
demolish two houses in Drysgol
Road in Radyr and build 18
apartments and one detached
four-bed house in their place.

Cardiff council’s planning
committee has voted to approve
the apartments, which would
overlook Radyr Golf Course,
despite there being no financial
contributions being put forward
by the developer.

The council had sought sec-
tion 106 contributions of
£310,996 towards affordable
housing provision, £10,000
towards bus stop improvements
and £25,835 towards public
open space.

But the developer will not
have to pay anything after an
assessment of the development,
independently verified by the
district valuer, which said the
scheme would not be viable if
contribution was sought.

Councillor Rod McKerlich,
who represents the area, told the
committee: “It is quite ludicrous
that when two homes are being
replaced with 19 the develop-
S ment is such that it can’t stand

: any section 106 money to any

) affordable homes.
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PLANS for apartments in one of

Artist impressions of proposed apartments in Drysgol Road

money?”

The average price for property
in Drysgol Road stood at
£424,016 in March 2019, accord-
ing to Zoopla.

Councillor  Mike  Jones-
Pritchard, member of the com-
mittee, said: “It's amazing that
there is a deficit of half a million
pounds - give or take - on a
scheme in this location.

“Our hands are tied. The dis-
trict valuer has said it is what it
is. There’s something wrong in
the system there.”

A council report says: “The
relevant sections of the council
accept that it would be unrea-
sonable to request financial con-
tributions given the findings of
the independently verified via-
bility report”.

Councillor  Sean Driscoll,
another member of the commit.
tee, added: “I'm shocked there’s
no section 106 contribution as
well”

Councillor McKerlich _also
told the committee the visual
appearance of the proposals are
“completely inappropriate” and
are not in character with the
area, the car parking provision
would be inappropriate and
would impact on traffic.

The Ministry of Justice, which
owns a nearby listed building,
Whitehall, objected to the plans,
as did more than 50 people who
signed a petition.

Radyr and Morganstown
Community Council objected to
the development due to con-
cerns over trafﬁc, insuﬁcient
parking for visitors, the impact
on the the character of the devel-
opment and lack of developer’s
contributions.

Planning committee member
councillor Iona Gordon said:
“It's a complete over-develop-
ment especially with this sepa-
rate house on its own. -

“It’s dreadful. It's a real urban, |
harsh and most incongruous
over development of this site” |

The site would be served bya
car park of 20 spaces.

Robert Chichester, director for
C2J Architects on behalf of the
applicant, said the proposal had |
“due regard to the context of the
area and would compliment the
character” and “would not have
any undue‘impact on the gen-
eral amenities of neighbouring
occupiers”. . L a

Highways officers fo
council said the. ,clege'l@ém it
would have no adverse impact
on the road network, he said.

Mr Chichester said: “The
amended scheme is an attrac-
tive, vibrant and sustainable
development which seeks to
assist in the housing choice
within the area”

The Planning Committee
approved the plans six votes in
favour to two against.




